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with a virulence which it would have taken a man of another temper than Antony's to forgive. Italy lay helpless at the mercy of the masters of the legions brought up from Spain and Gaul.
The immediate struggle was to be between the slayers of Caesar and his avengers. Brutus and Cassius were masters of Syria, Macedonia, and Achaia. Sextus Pompeius, the son of Caesar's old rival, had turned corsair and'made himself master of the seas and also of Sicily. When the Triumvirs were tired of putting victims to death in cold blood, Antony and Octavius, in the autumn of 42, carried their troops over to Macedonia, and marched to do battle with Brutus and Cassius at Philippi. As at the battle of Pharsalus, the legions of the West were pitted against forces largely composed of Easterns. The first engagement was inconclusive, but Cassius was misled into believing that the day was lost, and killed himself. A second engagement was forced upon Brutus in which he was completely routed, and chose death at the hand of a friend rather than flight or captivity. An idealized Brutus has been presented to us by Plutarch and Shakespeare. He enjoyed the reputation as the last representative of the old Roman virtue, but he was quite unfitted for public life, and the very much abler Decimus Brutus had been the one man amongst the conspirators endowed with either statesmanship or generalship. The fleet of the defeated party joined Sextus Pompeius.
Octavius and Antony could afford to ignore the inefficient Lepidus. They divided the Empire between them for settlement, Antony undertaking the East, while Octavius took over the task of settling the West and dealing with Sextus Pompeius. Hitherto Octavius had been waiting upon Antony, to whom he had only set himself in opposition for the brief period during which he had been securing his own, position by posing as the defender of the State. The separation now enabled him to take his own time. Antony probably underrated his extremely youthful rival, and took for granted that when the time came he would be able to brush him aside and grasp the sole dominion for himself. Antony paraded the East very much as if he were already the lord of the world, with no apparent consciousness of the political task to be performed. He met and fell desperately in love with the fascinating Queen of Egypt, Cleopatra, who still further beguiled him from paying any attention to his responsibilities.
Meanwhile Octavius in Italy was, at first, engaged in the business of rewarding the troops by allotments of land. The business was interrupted by Antony's brother Lucius, who endeavored to create a party of his own and to supersede the ascendency of Octavius* At the beginning of the year 40 Lucius was forced to surrender at Perusu and Octavius made haste to secure his own predominance in Gaul before Antony should be moved to make the attack which his brother's defeat had rendered probable. The collision, howevet, was for tjfas